[Diagnostic work-up in Whipple's disease with cerebral involvement].
The diagnostic work-up in the case of a suspected cerebral involvement of Whipple's disease involves neuroimaging and analysis of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) including polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assays for Tropheryma whipplei. As neurological findings may be complex and unspecific, extracerebral symptoms often lead to the suspicion of Whipple's disease. We report the cases of two patients in whom the suspected diagnosis of Whipple's disease could not be proved either by endoscopy or by the analysis of CSF. Only by means of a cerebral biopsy was the diagnosis assumed and specific therapy was initiated.